Columbus
Mayors

A BICENTENNIAL PRESENTATION

REPRINTED FROM THE

Columbus Citizen-Journal



® FOREWORD e

The Columbus Citizen-Journal in 1975 has presented life
stories of the mavors of Columbus since establishment of its
government in 1816,

. This was one of our newspaper’s services to Columbus and
Ohio during our country’s Bicentennial.

In the biographies of 44 mayors (now presented in book
form) the history of Columbus has been told chronologically and
interestingly. Included are anecdote, humorous incident, ethnic
competitiveness, historical insight, important milestones — and with
distinguished visitors listed.

~ Columbus awaits its first woman mayor. The 44 men of the
city’s first 169 years were a varied lot of mayors. They differed in
StﬁﬂiUI’E. attitude, occupation, wealth, background, outlook, zeal and
ability.

Our “Columbus Mayors' project was a first-ever. Never
before has the history of the city been presented mavor-by-mayor,
Some early-day mayors almost had become forgotten men.

Considerable research was necessary to compile the 44
hiographies. Many persons helped in the research, and the Citizen-
Journal thanks everyone at City Hall; the staffs of the Ohio
Historical Society, Columbus Public Library and Green Lawn
Cemetery; the authors of Columbus and Franklin County histories
iincluding Mayor William T. Martin); those who wrote centennial
hooks for churches and other institutions; relatives of former
mayors, also the former mayors who still live,

The information in this book is part of the Columbus
heritage —surely to continue useful and instructive for students, in
school and out. We regret that pictures of all mayors were not
available, A long-time search was made for a likeness of Jarvis W,
Pike, our first mayor. His life ran into the age of photography, but
no picture of him is known to exist,

However, many pictures are included in an impressive
gallery of Portraits of Our Mayors in City Hall,

Charles Egger, Editor
Columbus Citizen-Journal
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Jarvis W. Pike

First of a Series

Jarvis W. Pike, when he was first

mayor of Columbus in 1816 and 1817, set =,

several records, He was called “Judge

Pike™ although not a lawyer. He was 22 =
vears old; never again did Columbus have ==

50 young a mayor. Also, he is the only
mayor of Columbus who had the governor
of Ohio arrested.

The first councilmen of Columbus
probably chose Pike their mayor because
he was experienced as a magistrate.
Before arriving here in “Infant City” he
had been “associate” judge in Oneida
County, N. Y. Giving High-st some
character, if not paving, was among
accomplishments of “the Pike adminis-
tration.” A rough public markethouse
that had been pegged together was
removed from the middle of 5. High. An
“uptown” problem was stumps in the
sireet.

THOSE THAT believed a state capital,
even an embryo one, should have a main
street clear of stumps circulated among
the meager population and eollected
$200; with it men were hired to render
High-st stumpless.

In historical accounts of the early eity,
Judge Pike is best remembered as Capitol
Square's farmer. He grew corn one
summer, wheat the next, alternating the
crops for five years on the 10 acres in the
center of the town. He kept wandering
hogs out of his state-owned field with rail
fencing. Even this detail was set down:
Mayor Pike put five mortises through
each post, so his fence was five rails high.

HIS FENCING materials were
“worked"” out of trees he cut in clearing
the acreage. Freshly-toppled trees were
deer provender. Joel Buttles, who had
just moved to Third-st, saw deer come at
night to browse on leaves within their
reach,

Ridding downtown Columbus of forest
was much hard labor for the voung
mayor. Other earlyv-day residents were
George and Benjamin Pike. Pike relatives
believe that they were Jarvis Pike's
brothers, and that they took part in the

1816-1817

timbering. All three, it has been said,
previously lived in Massachuselts.

CLEARING THE Square was some-
thing the state government had hired
Mayor Pike to do. He was not paid
immediately. When Gov, Thomas Wor-
thington brought from Chillicothe in
1816 the state seal and other accoutre-
ments of his office to establish the state
government here, Mayor Pike had him
taken before a justice of the peace for
nonpayment. The bill was paid.

The incident, although brief might
have rankled Gov. Worthington, proud
Virginian. Later. he led a penitentiary
crew “to clear underbrush” from Capitol
Square. That foray could have suggested
that Mayor Pike didn't do a complete or
satisfactory job.

A CIVIC duty of all early mavors was
to promaote the sale of lots, in that way
aiding the four proprietors that had
founded Columbus. The Franklin Bank
was organized during his first year of
mayor; he was authorized to sell its stock.

Concurrently the Columbus Literary
Society was founded and Mavor Pike,
himself. bought but one share of that.

He had welcoming duties: in 1817
President James Monroe rode in from the



north, escorted by a large committee and
the Franklin Dragoons; Mr. Monroe was
the first President to call in Columbus.
That same year hardly noticed was the
arrival of the progenitor of the Deshler
banking family. Coming overland from
Easton, Pa.. David Waggoner Deshler,
carpenter, bought a Broad-st lot just west
of High, giving a gold watch as part of the
down payment. At the end of Mayor
Pike's term, reported The Ohio Gazet-
teer, Columbus had 200 houses and 1500
persons.

JUDGE AND Mrs. Pike (she was
Eleanor Moore, commonly called Ellen)
went into the hotel business. They had a
tavern at Main and High streets, at

another time another on W. Broad. Judge
Pike also was in the stagecoach business
with William Neil and Robert Neil. A
contemporary advertisement indicat-
ed they bought 100 horses at a time,

In 1832 a firm named Jarvis Pike & Co.
published The Thompsonian Recorder,
which 10 years later was moved to
Cincinnati. Mayor Pike was a great great
uncle of Mrs. Henry . Franz of 4069 E.
Livingston-av and of Mrs. M. D. Hohen-
stine, the wife of the jeweler. He died,
aged 59, in 1854; his grave is in Union

‘Grove Cemetery of Canal Winchester. He

was moved there after being buried first
in a family graveyard on a Moore farm
north of Circleville.














































































































































