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® FOREWORD e

The Columbus Citizen-Journal in 1975 has presented life
stories of the mavors of Columbus since establishment of its
government in 1816,

. This was one of our newspaper’s services to Columbus and
Ohio during our country’s Bicentennial.

In the biographies of 44 mayors (now presented in book
form) the history of Columbus has been told chronologically and
interestingly. Included are anecdote, humorous incident, ethnic
competitiveness, historical insight, important milestones — and with
distinguished visitors listed.

~ Columbus awaits its first woman mayor. The 44 men of the
city’s first 169 years were a varied lot of mayors. They differed in
StﬁﬂiUI’E. attitude, occupation, wealth, background, outlook, zeal and
ability.

Our “Columbus Mayors' project was a first-ever. Never
before has the history of the city been presented mavor-by-mayor,
Some early-day mayors almost had become forgotten men.

Considerable research was necessary to compile the 44
hiographies. Many persons helped in the research, and the Citizen-
Journal thanks everyone at City Hall; the staffs of the Ohio
Historical Society, Columbus Public Library and Green Lawn
Cemetery; the authors of Columbus and Franklin County histories
iincluding Mayor William T. Martin); those who wrote centennial
hooks for churches and other institutions; relatives of former
mayors, also the former mayors who still live,

The information in this book is part of the Columbus
heritage —surely to continue useful and instructive for students, in
school and out. We regret that pictures of all mayors were not
available, A long-time search was made for a likeness of Jarvis W,
Pike, our first mayor. His life ran into the age of photography, but
no picture of him is known to exist,

However, many pictures are included in an impressive
gallery of Portraits of Our Mayors in City Hall,

Charles Egger, Editor
Columbus Citizen-Journal
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Jarvis W. Pike

First of a Series

Jarvis W. Pike, when he was first

mayor of Columbus in 1816 and 1817, set =,

several records, He was called “Judge

Pike™ although not a lawyer. He was 22 =
vears old; never again did Columbus have ==

50 young a mayor. Also, he is the only
mayor of Columbus who had the governor
of Ohio arrested.

The first councilmen of Columbus
probably chose Pike their mayor because
he was experienced as a magistrate.
Before arriving here in “Infant City” he
had been “associate” judge in Oneida
County, N. Y. Giving High-st some
character, if not paving, was among
accomplishments of “the Pike adminis-
tration.” A rough public markethouse
that had been pegged together was
removed from the middle of 5. High. An
“uptown” problem was stumps in the
sireet.

THOSE THAT believed a state capital,
even an embryo one, should have a main
street clear of stumps circulated among
the meager population and eollected
$200; with it men were hired to render
High-st stumpless.

In historical accounts of the early eity,
Judge Pike is best remembered as Capitol
Square's farmer. He grew corn one
summer, wheat the next, alternating the
crops for five years on the 10 acres in the
center of the town. He kept wandering
hogs out of his state-owned field with rail
fencing. Even this detail was set down:
Mayor Pike put five mortises through
each post, so his fence was five rails high.

HIS FENCING materials were
“worked"” out of trees he cut in clearing
the acreage. Freshly-toppled trees were
deer provender. Joel Buttles, who had
just moved to Third-st, saw deer come at
night to browse on leaves within their
reach,

Ridding downtown Columbus of forest
was much hard labor for the voung
mayor. Other earlyv-day residents were
George and Benjamin Pike. Pike relatives
believe that they were Jarvis Pike's
brothers, and that they took part in the

1816-1817

timbering. All three, it has been said,
previously lived in Massachuselts.

CLEARING THE Square was some-
thing the state government had hired
Mayor Pike to do. He was not paid
immediately. When Gov, Thomas Wor-
thington brought from Chillicothe in
1816 the state seal and other accoutre-
ments of his office to establish the state
government here, Mayor Pike had him
taken before a justice of the peace for
nonpayment. The bill was paid.

The incident, although brief might
have rankled Gov. Worthington, proud
Virginian. Later. he led a penitentiary
crew “to clear underbrush” from Capitol
Square. That foray could have suggested
that Mayor Pike didn't do a complete or
satisfactory job.

A CIVIC duty of all early mavors was
to promaote the sale of lots, in that way
aiding the four proprietors that had
founded Columbus. The Franklin Bank
was organized during his first year of
mayor; he was authorized to sell its stock.

Concurrently the Columbus Literary
Society was founded and Mavor Pike,
himself. bought but one share of that.

He had welcoming duties: in 1817
President James Monroe rode in from the



north, escorted by a large committee and
the Franklin Dragoons; Mr. Monroe was
the first President to call in Columbus.
That same year hardly noticed was the
arrival of the progenitor of the Deshler
banking family. Coming overland from
Easton, Pa.. David Waggoner Deshler,
carpenter, bought a Broad-st lot just west
of High, giving a gold watch as part of the
down payment. At the end of Mayor
Pike's term, reported The Ohio Gazet-
teer, Columbus had 200 houses and 1500
persons.

JUDGE AND Mrs. Pike (she was
Eleanor Moore, commonly called Ellen)
went into the hotel business. They had a
tavern at Main and High streets, at

another time another on W. Broad. Judge
Pike also was in the stagecoach business
with William Neil and Robert Neil. A
contemporary advertisement indicat-
ed they bought 100 horses at a time,

In 1832 a firm named Jarvis Pike & Co.
published The Thompsonian Recorder,
which 10 years later was moved to
Cincinnati. Mayor Pike was a great great
uncle of Mrs. Henry . Franz of 4069 E.
Livingston-av and of Mrs. M. D. Hohen-
stine, the wife of the jeweler. He died,
aged 59, in 1854; his grave is in Union

‘Grove Cemetery of Canal Winchester. He

was moved there after being buried first
in a family graveyard on a Moore farm
north of Circleville.




John Kerr

Second in a series of 44

John Kerr, second mayor of Columbus,
was born _in County Tyrone, Ireland,
about 1778, He attended the University of
Dublin; was a knowledgeable man in
several fields including mathematics and
engineering. He came to America in a
great wave of Scots-Irish migration.

Kerr knew music and was interested
in other culture; when the Columbus
Literary Society was organized in 1816 it
had Kerr as its first secretary. The papers
of his estate included many drawings
Kerr had made of buildings. He was the
first surveyor to be hired by Columbus’
first city council.

He kept the job of survevor when
mayor (his years were 1818 and 1819) and
remained a Columbus councilman until
his death in 1823. He had been a wealthy
man; he “left a large fortune.” The land-
office business had been his business.

Kerr came here in 1810, having bought
government land, and lived first in
Franklinton, a settlement about what now
is Broad-st and West Innnerbelt. He had
land from State-st to Livingston-av, and it
became city lots, for sale, after Columbus
was platted in 1812 by Joel Wright, an
agent of the state, and Joseph Vance,
SUrVeyor.

Kerr and three other Columbus
“proprietors” Lyne Starling, James
Johnston and Alexander McLaughlin,
dealt with the state government in
creating the capital city during the War of
1812, a time of boom.

Kerr had his own land office on W.
Broad, and for a time acted as agent for
the proprietors jointly, Unfortunately,
the first financial crisis in Columbus
oecurred while Kerr was mayor (in 1819).
Many buyers defaulted on payments, and
Iots reverted to Kerr and his partners.
Some Columbus settlers left and went to
Indiana. Meanwhile, here, some choice

1818-1819

John Kerr

lots facing Capitol Square were offered
for $300 each. Other lots, now in.down-
town Columbus, were bought at sherifi's
sale for $7 and $8.

Of the four proprietors, only Mayor
Kerr and Starling weathered the pro-
tracted hard times. Kerr was elected
president of the Franklin Bank, of which
he was a founding director when, it was
organized in 1816,

I[f borm in 1778 (as historians have
guessed) Kerr was 45 at the time of his
death. He was buried in old North
Graveyard, a tract west of High-st at
Vine-st, to which he, as a councilman, had
created an access road. It is not known
whether Mayor Kerr was among ploneers
later moved to Green Lawn Cemetery.
His grave was listed as “lost” at time of
removal

Kerr-st was named for him.



Eli C. King

Third in a series of 44

El C. King. third mavor of Columbus,
was among early settlers in the Broad-st-
High-st area — as early as 1814 King had
established himself as a tanner. according
to Col. Alfred E. Lee. historian. At
another time a company of Columbus
artillery was led by a Capt. Eli C. King.

Also. King was selected a Montgomery
Township justice of the peace (in 1816)
just in time to hear a money dispute
hetween the governor of Ohio (Thomas
Worthington) and the mayor of Colum-

bus (Jarvis W. Pike). It was a quick case =

with the mayor getting his way; he was
paid.

MAGISTRATE KING kept his justice
of the peace authority until chosen mayor
of Columbus in 1820, He was mayor also
in 1821 and 1822, In the three years
Mayor King and members of council
entered municipal problems of enduring
importance — the protection of life and
property.

In 1821 the Night Watch was started
Under direction of a town marshal a force
of men patrolled Columbus from 10 p.m
until 5 a.m., with authority to make
arrests, In 1820 Columbus had 1.450
inhabitants (U. 5 Census figure) and
there were, apparently, miscreants
among them.

MEN OF the Night Watch would bring
“the disorderly and suspicious” before
the mavor “for examination at sunrise.”
Or, so the ordinance said. Some mayors,
perhaps, opened Court later than sunup.
Not until 1891 did Columbus get a police
court judge: Judge Mayor King and his
successors had the onerous task of
hearing cases based on misdeeds of the
disorderly and suspicious. In later days,
mayors resigned the office, having found
the “sunrise examinations” irksome,

Columbus' first big fire occurred early
in 1822 Eight buildings were destroved.
So another branch of public safety began
as Mayor King held office.

IN EARLY SPRING of 1822 Mrs. David
W. Deshler, housewife on Broad-st just
west of High-st, wrote to her sister in
Easton, Pa: “The first fire of any

1820-1822

consequence that ever took place in this
town . .. eight buildings were consumed.
They were all small shops except one, a
small dwelling house.”

The city government bought ladders,
for firefighters to climb. And plans were
made in 1822 for three companies of men.
That led to such firefighting companies as
Niagara, Fame, Hornet, Neptune and
Phoenix. Some pulled hand pumps to
fires, others reels of hose on carts,

IN THE SAME vear. 1822, Columbus
became a place of manufacturing. There
was a new foundry. its principal output
plows for farmers.

Henry Clay was here during the
winter of 1820-21. as a lawyer protecting
land titles of clients. Mrs. Deshler had an
opinion of Mr. Clay: she thought his
reputation more impressive than his
appearance. She thought him plain.

E. Broad-st. as muddy as it was wide,
had a “wet” spol from Fifth-st eastward
In those days. when they said wet they
meant bottomless. Mayor King had the
stretch corduroved — that is. surfaced
with logs. Many residents worked out
their road tax on that project.

Historians also say that Mayor King at
a later time helped build a road to
Granville



John Laughrey

Fourth of a series of 44

John Laughrey, fourth mayor of Colum-
bus iserving only in 1823) had lived
several years in western Pennsylvania,
and when he came to Ohio in 1817 he was
a man of 33, a mechanic and a builder.

As a young man, during the War of
1812, Laughrey had commanded a regi-
ment of volunteers in the Lake Erie
campaign. The Laughrey family had been
living in Rockville, Me., when he was
born.

WHEN LAUGHREY became mayor of
Columbus, it was only 11 years old and
growing. More mercantile establishments
were standing flank to flank on High-st,
with hitching racks for horses at the
street. At times, Indians still living up the
rivers, rode in and hitched shaggy ponies
there.

At the time a veritable complex of
buildings was filling the High-st side of
Capitol Square (Mayor Laughrey might
have worked on some of them).

THE FIRST Columbus state house,
brick walls, hipped roof with a steeple in
the. center, stood at State-st and High.
Other buildings ranged northward. Next
to the Capitol was a row of state offices,
drab brick, unadorned, two stories high,
doors to the first floor opening right on
the street.

The governor (Jeremiah Morrow when
Laughrey was mayor); the state trea-
surer, secretary of state and other state
officials had offices in the row. On the
second floor was a small state library that
Thomas Worthington, when governor,
had started. The walnut shelves that held
the books were built by carpenter David
Deshler.

THERE WAS excitement about getting
the federal court here from Chillicothe,
and citizens made donations to help erect
for it an ungainly domed building which
stood in front of the present State House.
A modest building was built behind the
federal building to house county offices

m:u TIL
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when the county seat was taken from
Franklinton across the river.

An early school also was held in a log
cabin that stood somewhere on the 10
acres that the founding proprietors set
aside for what now is Capitol Square.
Later, volunteer firefighters housed
equipment in a shed behind the brick
statehouse. Also there was a town pump,
its overflow causing a muddy streak all
the way down the State-st slope to where
the Ohio Theater now is.

LAUGHREY, AFTER being mayor,
made a mark by taking contracts for Ohio
public works projects,

In 1828 he had 300 men digging the
Ohio Canal by Circleville. Laughrey built
12 miles of it there. Main achievement of
the contract was leaping the canal across
the Scioto River.

To support an aqueduct large poles had
to be driven into the bed of the river. That
was done at low-water time in summer.
By Dec. 16, 1828 foundation timbers of
the middle pier had been pegged among
the clustered poles, or pilings.



THE AQUEDUCT was of wood, and
when completed, held enough water to
float a loaded canal boat. Beside the
flume was bracketed a cleated bridge
where walked mules to tow the slack-
water barges,

Mayor Laughrey's name sometimes was
spelled Loughrey, even Longhenry. His
daughter married Dr. William M. Awl, a
pioneer in specialized care. Dr. Awl was

first superintendent of Columbus State
Hospital.

It is believed as a

that Laughrey,

contractor, followed the canal toward
Portsmouth, and remained in southern
Ohio as an orchardist. One of Mayor
Laughrey's granddaughters once re-
marked that he made a great contribution
to the fruit culture of that part of the
state.




William T. Martin

Fifth of a series of 44

Judge William T. Martin, fifth mayor
of Columbus. helped during the vears of
1824, 1825 and 1826 to contribute to a
tradition that the city have a friendly,
understanding and approachable man in
charge at City Hall.

“In each and every office he was the
maodel of official efficiency and prompt-
ness, wound up his career by writing the
best early history of Columbus that was
ever printed” — that was said of Mavor
Martin in 1909 by Col. William A. Taylor
in a history that Tavlor wrote. The
history, still used extensively, is “History
of Franklin County”; it was printed in
1858,

MAYOR MARTIN was tolerant and
charitable in daily police court. In his
time many newcomers had “court trou-
ble™; the newcomers included a consider-
able number of slaves that had been freed
in the South

The Martin home was on northwest
corner of Main and Front streets. Mr.
Martin was called Judge Martin because
he had been an associate of the Common
Pleas Court Judge Martin lived here 51
vears. and did much for Franklin County,

HE AND MRS. Martin { Amelia) named
their son (born in 1819 Benjamin Frank-
lin Martin. He became a lawver. and was
Franklin County prosecuting attorney.

During the three years Judge Martin
was mayor, the city emerged from a
depression that had caught most citizens
money-short soon after the War of 1812
ended. A chief factor in renewal of good
times was the winning of a land-title suit
by wealthy Lyne Starling. chief “pro-
prietor” of the capital.

Judge Martin was born in Bedford
County, Pa., on an April 6, later a
historic day for America. He came here in
1815. and pitched right in. He was
member of the first school board, and was
teacher. for a while, in the log cabin
school that stood in Capitol Square.

HE SERVED township., county and

1824-1826

William T. Martin

city. He was a director of the infirmary.
Through the yvears, Judge Martin seemed
to have been secretary or recorder of
most everything. So he should have
written the town history. Among his
important positions: That of Franklin
County recorder.

In an 1890 history, Judge L. J
Critchfield wrote of Judge Martin's abili-
ty and fidelity. adding: . . . “his stately
presence, dignified appearance. elegant
manners, general culture and intelligence
are remembered by the older citizens.”

On the West Side. Martin-av is named
for the fifth mayvor. He died here on Feh.
19. 1866. Mrs. Martin lived 94 vears, her
death occurring in 1885,



James Robinson

Sixth of a Series of 44

When Gov. DeWitt Clinton of New
York, celebrated canal builder, came to
Columbus in the summer of 1825 he was
entertained and aceclaimed at a public
dinner at the Sign of the Golden Bell,
a High-st tavern then operated by James
Robinson, sixth mayor of Columbus.

The tavern was High-st's oldest, and
was located south of State-st where the
fruit stand of Cappy Bros. now is. It had
several proprietors and several names
during its existence. In “‘the Bell" on
“Gov. Clinton night” a new era of
crosscountry transportation was hailed,
with Robinson believing what he heard.

JAMES ROBINSON was mayor of
Columbus only eight months, in 1827, He
resigned on Sept. 11; next he became
president of the then-new Columbus and
Sandusky Turnpike Co., a toll road to
Lake Erie that took more than seven
years to build.

Orange Johnson, a banker, was chief
promoter of the turnpike. Mayor Robin-
son was president of the company only a
year (he was succeeded by Joseph Ridg-
way 5r.) but Robinson never found time to
serve again as mayor.

HE HAD BECOME a member of
Columbus City Council in 1823 and
continued a member until be became
mayor in 1827. In with Mayor Robinson
went a new town marshal, John Kelly.
When the mayor resigned he did not
become a councilman again — he simply
left government.

Biggest event during his term was the
breaking of ground for the stretch of
canal between Lockbourne and Colum-
bus. It was in late April. Mayor Robinson
and 899 others marched down the slope to
the Scioto River. It was a showy turnout.

MAYOR ROBINSON had been host to
the great Gov. Clinton two years earlier

but, ironically, had only a meager role in
the canal groundbreaking.

State officials manned ceremonial
shovels and wheelbarrows, then loaded,
wheeled and dumped the first loads of
excavated earth. (Allen Trimble, a Henry
Clay Whig, was governor; he had done
much to further canal building.)

Travelers in and out of Columbus, a
town of nearly 2,000 permanent resi-
dents, increased as did the number of
taverns.

MAYOR ROBINSON also operated, for
a time, the old Columbus Inn on southeast
corner of Town-st and High. That building
was the first meeting place of Columbus
Council members in 1816, It was a two-
story frame building, and was torn down
in 1854.

Most of the High-st taverns had
benches in front of them, and the
benches, in good weather, were filled
with male loungers. First man to stand up
had to take the others inside and buy
drinks for all — that was the custom. In
those days taverns were the hotels; nearly
all of them sold whisky and rum.
Temperance houses came in later.



Williom Long

Seventh in a series of 44

William Long, seventh mayor of Colum-
bus, filled the office soberly and dutifully
from 1827 to 1833. In that time the town
passed the 2,000-mark in population, and
both the canal and the National Pike
reached the riverfront.

Long was an early settler. On June 16,
1813, he and Rebekah Morrison Suddick
were married. It is believed that Joel
Wright, who named original Columbus
streets, named Long-st for Mayor Long,
In 1816 Long was appointed first clerk
of Columbus’ public market. Later he was
a councilman, also served for a time as
recorder of Council meetings.

MAYOR LONG, at the beginning of his
first term, went back to an earlier town
marshal, Benjamin Sells. He later
switched around, then rehired Sells. Dr,
Lincoln Goodale was his recorder,

In 1833 Mayor Long had as surveyor
Byron Kilbourne, later the founder of
Milwaukee. Kilbourne, in that year,
resurveyed the early work of Joseph
Vance and Joel Wright, Columbus plat-
ters. Center stones were planted then at
the crossings of the streets. In years that
followed other surveyors used the stones
as starting points,

THE FIRST penitentiary {which stood
south of Lazarus Annex) caught fire, and
the flames were fought by a bucket
brigade formed between the burning
building and the Scioto River. One line of
men passed buckets of water up the slope,
another line handed them downslope for
refilling.

Also in 1830, Gen. Duncan McArthur,
the richest man in Ohio, was injured at
State and High streets in a freak accident.
On the Saturday night of Feb. 6 a wood
porch, loaded with snow, in front of a dry
goods store collapsed on the old Indian
fighter, and injured him terribly. His
right knee never swung right afterward
At the time Gen. MeArthur represented
the Chillicothe district in the Ohio Senate.

1827—1833

illiurn Long

He later was electea governor, but did
most of his campaigning in a carriage.

Halfway through Mayor Long's tenure a
historian itemized his growing town.
Columbus in 1831 had 350 dwellings, 15
general stores, 10 lawyers, five doctors,
four churches, one bank. Population was
2434

Streets were extended into additions
where more dwellings were being built.
The additions followed the lead of John
MeGown, the first developer, who had
added South Columbus in 1814, McGown
had died at the age of 75 in 1824,

Mayor Long was a county official later
in his life. He was Franklin County
treasurer from 1835 to 1841,



Philo H. Olmsted

Eighth in a series of 44

Col. Philo H. Olmsted, eighth mayor of
Columhbus, was one of the New England-
ers that settled in Worthington, Blendon
Township and Granville. He was Colum-
bus mayor in 1833, later served a 2-vear
term through 1838 and 1839,

Col. Olmsted had several occupations,
newspaper editor being the principal one.
He was state printer, ran taverns and
hotels, was a retailer of drygoods on High-
st, and also helped promote a turnpike
between Columbus and Granville.

Mavor (dmsted had the first board of
health, with Dr. Peleg Sisson its chair-
man., Among its endeavors was abate-
ment of foul-smelling “nuisances™ along
the banks of the canal and rivers.

GEORGE B. HARVEY'S career as
town marshal began under Mayor Olm-
sted. Marshal Harvey was destined to
much night-time patrolling of the grow-
ing city. Later, children of the Deshler
family knew him as “Old Harvey;” their
memoirs relate that he walked principal
streets, wearing a big overcoat, carrying
a heavy cane and a pierced-tin lantern.
He had worked as a carpenter on the first
state house {at State and High streets) and
he and his wife, the former Jane
Armstrong, were the first couple mar-
ried in Columbus (in 1814).

Mayor Olmsted was a Whig, an Episco-
palian, and his home was on W. State-st.
He and Mrs. Olmsted, the former Sarah
Phillips of Mercersburg, Pa., had 12
children

THE MAYOR was 15 years old when
his father, Francis Olmsted, a Revolution-
ary War soldier, brought the family into
Ohio from Simsbury, Conn., in 1808. They
established their home in what now is
Minerva Park, and in 1821 opened the first
tavern of Blendon Township in a frame
building at Blendon Corners.

Meanwhile, Philo Olmsted, as a teen-
aper. went to Worthington. and worked

1833,
1838—39

Philo H. Olmsted

for a newspaper, The Western Intelligen-
cer. published there. Both he and the
newspaper moved to Columbus; later he
was editor of The Ohio State Journal and
other newspapers. He commanded the
Franklin Dragoons for a time, hence his
title of colonel.

IN 1839 Col. Olmsted operated the
Neil House when it still was called the
Mational Hotel. Seven years later he
became manager of the United States
Hotel, it having been built at Town and
High streets by the Buttles family.

He had been a Columbus council-
man, also served in the Ohio Legislature.
During the Civil War Colonel Olmsted
bought horses for the Union Army. He
died here in 1870



John Brooks

Ninth in a series of 44

John Brooks, 49-year-old High-st mer-
chant, got something on April 14, 1834 he
soon began to loathe — the wvoters of
Columbus chose him to be their ninth
mayor, giving him 42 more votes than
they did the incumbent.

The 449 votes cast (Columbus popula-
tion was about 4,000) were divided among
five candidates: Brooks 161, Col. Philo H.
Olmsted 119, Thomas Wood 86, Elijah
Ellis 64 and Isahel Chitenden 39. Forty-
one days earlier Columbus had been
incorporated as a city.

COL. OLMSTED swore Mayor Brooks in
on April 21, and precisely midway in his
term, on the next April 21 Mayor Brooks
resigned. A biographer of Brooks stated
he was a man of accomplishments, a
steadfast retailer with tenacity. But “the
petty affairs” he had to deal with in the
mayor’'s office — that miasma he chose
not to face following April 21, 1835.

Mayor Brooks, records indicate, was
paid $75 for his year of service. Undoubt-
edly, fees collected by any justice of the
peace in surrounding Montgomery Town-
ship would have exceeded that. At the
time the city was trying to get more
operating money; there was a tax on dogs,
and the price of tavern and coffeehouse
licenses was increased.

THERE WAS a “big jam" of people at
Brooks® inaugural as the first “city”
mayor; one of his daughters fainted. The
ceremony probably was held in the first
state house at State and High streets.

Brooks was born at Lincolnshire,
Maine, June 12,1785, the son of a refugee
from Nova Scotia, and died here Feb. 286,
1869. He was a merchant for 66 years.

Before coming here, Brooks was a bank
cashier, also a justice of the peace, having
entered business at age 15. His Maine

1834

" John Brooks

background was reflected in his invention
of a popular style of chopping ax.

BROOKS AND his family, having ar-
rived in Columbus in 1828, ran the White
Horse Tavern. By 1830 he had established
a store at Rich and High streets, selling
hardware and groceries. His home was on
the southeast corner of Rich and Third
ztreets. Mr. and Mrs. Brooks had 13 chil-

ren.

The new “city"” government had a
Council of 12 men, two of them, William
T. Martin and William Long, former
mayors. For political purposes, the city
was divided into three wards. Mayor
Brooks was economical; he had one man
serve both as marshal and as supervisor
of the public market. In its first 18 years
Columbus was a borough.



John Bailhache

Tenth in a series of 44

The Ohio experience of John Bailhache,
a native of the Isle of Jersey, began at a
saltworks near Zanesville and was con-
cluded as Columbus' 10th mayor.

Bailhache, a Whig, was mayor in 1835,
having been appointed by City Council to
serve the second year of John Brooks'
2-year term. He left soon after, and went
to Alton, Ill., where he lived the remain-
der of his life.

THE FRIENDLY little man, 5 feet tall,
came to Columbus in 1825 to publish a
newspaper, The Ohio State Journal,
which he did for the next 10 years,
meanwhile making hundreds of friends,
the closest to him being Lyne Starling,
G-feet-6, the tallest man in Columbus.

APPARENTLY, Columbus was amused
by the pair, one 18 inches taller than the
other; city histories contain several anec-
dotes-about them. Starling was wealthy,
one of the four proprietors that estab-
lished Columbus as permanent Ohio
capital. He and Bailhache hung out in
John Young's Eagle Coffeehouse across
High-st from the governor's office. It was
called Whig headquarters.

The National Republicans of Ohio met
here in the fall of 1831; they chose
Bailhache and Starling as their delegates
to the party's next national convention.
Bailhache, in his newspaper, expressed
dismay at the field of candidates for
public office. Only idols he had were Gen.
William Henry Harrison and Henry Clay.
In 1835 he supported Gen. Harrison for
president,

BAILHACHE WAS born on the English
Channel island in 1787, when a young
man he came to America to join relatives,
the Sarchets of Guernsey County. They
were from the Isle of Guernsey. At first,
Bailhache worked at a saltworks the

Sarchets had in the Muskingum River
Valley.

When the business failed, Bailhache
turned to journalism. He had been a
printer’s apprentice in Jersey. He pub-
lished newspapers in Chillicothe, Circle-
ville and Cincinnati before coming to
Columbus, devoting most of those years to
Chillicothe. While Bailhache lived there,
Ross County voters chose him to repre-
sent them in the Ohio Legislature.

BAILHACHE was a Methodist in his
early years; later, he was an Episcopalian,
A biographer said he had “good sense”
and dignity.

The Capital City, when Bailhache was
mayor, reached from Livingston-av to
Union Siation; it extended eastward as
far as Grant-av, and the west boundary
ran along the canal, then up the Seloto
River to the new penitentiary.



Woarren Jenkins

Eleventh in a series of 44 |

Warren Jenkins, 11th mayor of Colum-
bus, rode the wave of Whig-party ascend-
ancy in Ohio, directing the city in 1836
and 1837 as Joseph Vance, the first Whig
governor, held the Capitol Square office.

And Mayor Jenkins could do nothing to
prevent an abrupt commercial down-
turn. The Ohio State Journal in
1836 boasted that there had been a 100
per cent increase in Columbus population
in 5 years — to 5,500. The building of the
National Pike continued across western
Ohio; that was good activity,

THE FIRST theater had opened in
autumn of 1835, at 37 N. High-st, City
Council deciding it would pay an annual
fee of $75.

A recession came in 1837. Prices
declined. Business became languid. Some
Columbus residents had paid taxes with
counterfeit dollars, and the city marshal
was stuck with them. Gov. Vance's
programs for completion of canals and
more money for schools eventually were
voted, but not in time to help Columbus
from its doldrums.

MAYOR JENKINS lived on the west
side of High-st south of Main-st. He was a
justice of the peace before being elected
mayor. Another of his connections: The
Ohio Register and Anti-Masonic Review
was published here from 1830 to 1833,
having been moved here from Milan, and
Jenkins was one of its editors.

Mayor Jenkins resigned Sept. 4, 1837, to
become a bank cashier. It was the
Mechanies Savings Institute, a new bank
of which William Blackstone Hubbard
was president. Hubbard built his huge
dwelling on N. High-st, it rivalling in size

the E. Broad-st mansion of Alfred Kelley.

1836-1837

Warren Jankins

 THE COLUMNED Kelley house (on the
site of the Christopher Inn) was complet-
ed during the time Mayor Jenkins was in
pfﬁce, and caused much comment, inelud-
Ing some out-of-state. At the same time
eastward expansion of the ecity encoun-
tered undrained highland which some
said was unhealthy. There were standing
ponds, and unpaved streets were alarm-
ingly muddy.

Jenkins continued in Whig polities. He
was on the state central committee in
1838 with such outstanding men as Lewis
Heyl, Thomas Ridgway Sr. and Kelley.



John G. Miller

Twelfth in a series of 44

John G. Miller (1795-1871), the 12th
mayor of Columbus, is recalled frequent-
ly as having been a brother-in-law of
President John Tyler. That was a factor in
Columbus leadership because Miller
traded the job of mayor for the postmas-
tership as soon as Tyler became Presi-
dent.

Miller, a Virginian qualified as a
lawyer, came to Columbus in 1830; 10
yvears later he was elected mayor (as a
Whig). His majority was 219 votes. Mayor
Miller, at times, was known as a National
Republican and as a States-Righter. It was
a time of flux in political parties; the era
of Loco-Foco and Know—Nothingism was
about to dawn.

IN 1838 lawyer Miller had started a
newspaper called The Ohio Confederate
which later was the The Old School
Republican. He helped Alfred Kelley and
Thomas Ewing direct the Harrison-Tyler
campaign in Ohio. He was a speaker the
night of April 9, 1840, when the Franklin
County Straightout Tippecanoe Club was
formed behind the Eagle Coffeehouse
about 69 5. High-st. Five days earlier
Miller had been elected mayor.

“A courtly Virginia gentleman; urbani-
ty of deportment; great dignity” was
written of Mayor Miller by Columbus
historians. He was born in Goochland
County, Virginia. His middle initial stood
for Guerrant. He was an honor graduate
of William and Mary College, and was
admitted to the bar in Philadelphia.

MAYOR MILLER'S first wife was Chris-
tian Tyler; later he married her sister
who had been Mrs. Otis Crosby. The
Millers lived on the northeast corner of
Third and Broad streets, the address
today being 100 E. Broad-st. The mayor's
son, another John G. Miller, later was
mayor of Sandusky for several years.

Columbus® 12th mayor was an excep-
tional orator in an era when there were
many. When the cornerstone of the State
House was placed, Judge Miller was
Orator of The Day. It was said at the
courthouse that his erudition ran beyond
comprehension of most jurors and that he

1840

John G. Miller

would have won more lawsuits with
more common language.

TYLER WAS placed on the Whig ticket
as Gen. William Henry Harrison’s run-
ning mate to please States-Rights advo-
cates; he came to Columbus Sept. 24,
1840, and was formally welcomed by
Mayor Miller. Tyler was third president
to visit Columbus. James Monroe and
Gen. Harrison preceded him.

Gen. Harrison was President but a
month; as soon as he died Vice President
Tyler became President. Mayor Miller got
the Columbus postmastership May 4,
1841, which he held until 1845.

He was mayor about 13 months. In later
life, Judge Miller made investments, and
was director of a gas company. In the
18505 he was elected and reelected a
justice of the peace in Montgomery
Township.



Thomas Wood

Thirteenth of a series of 44

Thomas Wood, the 13th mavor of
Columbus, was appointed to the office by
members of City Council in May 1841, as
soon as President John Tyler named John
G. Miller, Columbus mayor No. 12, the
Columbus postmaster. Wood served only
until the next election,

Wood was a well-qualified magistrate.
He was a justice of the peace in
Montgomery Township from 1828 Lo 1842
(serving right through his months as
mayor). Wood was appointed in 1828, and
he succeeded David Waggoner Deshler
who had resigned. Deshler, by the way,
was progenitor of the Deshler banking
family. Both Mayor Wood and Deshler
came to Columbus in its early years, and
lived the remainder of their lives here.

Wood ran for mayor in 1834 in the first
“city" election; he finished third to a busy
merchant who resigned the office be-
cause the petty arguments that composed
“the police court” side of the job got
under his skin,

MAYOR WOOD'S term in 1841 was a
time of rising costs. Frank Spade, for
instance, was paid $18.12 for hauling dirt
and night watching. Official records in a
City Hall vault show that Spade received
£24 37 the next month for the same work.
Then, Spade's pay the third month was
$25.80.

If Spade or another member of the
Columbus Night Watch arrested a suspi-
cious person, he was held in a tiny
calaboose beside State-st (immediately
behind Columbus' first State House); that
calaboose was among the mayor's respon-
sibilities.

The fires that occurred still were

fought by volunteers. In 1841 some public
cisterns, mostly under the streets, were
placed here and there as a source of
water for their hand pumps. In the canal
area there were hog-slaughtering sheds;
as meat-packing became a big industry
the problems of sanitation were demand-
ing solutions of Council and Mayor Wood.

THE TERM in office for Mayor Wood
«wceurred between the Colimbus visits of
President John Tyler and author Charles
Dickens, so his ceremonial duties were at
a minimum that year. Had a celebrity
come to town, Gov. Tom Corwin, the Whig
Party's extraordinary orator, surely
would have been top greeter.

Three years after leaving the mayor's
office, Wood was a member of the first
board of directors of the Franklin Bank as
reconstituted under the 1845 state bank-
ing laws. In 1852 and 1853 Wood was the
bank's president, serving between the
presidencies of Samuel Parsons and
Deshler. The fortunes of the Swan and
l;arsls{nns families were invested in the

ank.



Abram |. McDowell

Fourteenth in a series of 44

The 14th mayor of Columbus, Col.
Abram I. McDowell (1793-1844), was born
in Kentucky, and served in the War of
1812 in a company of Kentucky volun-
teers. Later, Col. MecDowell settled in
Franklinton where his well-known son,
Irvin, a Civil War general, was born Oct.
15, 1818.

At one time Col. McDowell commanded
a Columbus military company, the Frank-
lin Dragoons, which drilled in the Sheep
Pasture, an open area on the east side of
High-st between Rich and Main streets.

IN YEARS since, Mayor McDowell has
been described as popular, jovial, urbane,
with a commanding, portly appearance. A

1842
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genuine “social” gentleman, it was said, __

with “bonhommie.”

Col. McDowell was mayor in 1842 only,
population of Columbus passing 8,000 and
rapidly growing — and that year undoubt-
edly he was among those greeting Charles
Dickens, the great man of London, at a
reception in the MNeil House where
Dickens stopped during his American
tour.

“The town is clean and pretty,” was
Dickens' compliment to Columbus,

THE SULLIVANTS and the McDowells
were closely allied. Col. McDowell and
Eliza Selden Lord, whom he married in
1817, had six children, the general being
oldest, and getting the colonel's middle
name of Irvin.

The family had moved to the east side
of the Scioto River before Col. McDowell
became mayor, and established their
home at Spring and Front streets, the
house facing Front-st. In 1829 City
Council gave Col. McDowell permission to
build a bathhouse on Spring-st. Whether
it was public or solely for the use of the
McDowells is not known.

Col. McDowell had many other inter-
ests, and served in other public positions.
He was Franklin County recorder from
1817 to 1831. Also, he was clerk of the
early court of thevicinity, and, it was said,
only his humor at times kept it going.

HE WAS among directors of the
Franklin Bank when it was incorporated
Feb. 3, 1816. For a time he was in the
stagecoach business with William Neil
Col. McDowell helped build the road
between Columbus and Granville. He was
an early officer in the Columbus and
Sandusky Turnpike.

The McDowells were Scots-Irish and
Episcopalian. McDowell-st, on the near
West Side, probably was named for Col.
MeDowell's uncle, Judge John McDowell



Fifteenth in a series of 44

Smithson E. Wright (1807-1881), the
15th mayor of Columbus, served his full
2-year term in 1843 and 1844, for the city a
time of change and development.

Enforcement of laws was prime topic at
meetings of the City Council; in 1843 a
new marshal, George Riordan, was hired
to supervise the Night Watch and related
protection of life and property. But, after
a year, Marshal Ceorge B. Harvey (who
served at the post for a long time)
succeeded Riordan.

DER WESTBOTE, most successful of
German-language newspapers in Colum-
bus, began in 1843, and immediately it
was a factor in local politics. Simulta-
neously, there was the question of
moving boundaries of the voting wards.
German immigrants were settling, in
concentrated manner, in the Main-st and
Mound-st region.

Urban beautification had a start; in his
diary Joel Buttles, High-st merchant,
wrote that sugar maples and peach trees
were set along Columbus streets.

In 1843 Mayor Wright introduced John
Quiney Adams, ex-President, at a recep-
tion in First Presbyterian Church (on site
of the Hartman Theater Building); Adams
was on his way to Cincinnati where he
dedicated an observatory atop what now
is called Mt. Adams (for him). In 1844 the
city was saddened by the death of pioneer
John Brickell on July 20; as an old man,
Brickell had lived in a riverfront cabin; as
a child, he had been the Indians’ captive.

AFTER LEAVING the mayor's office,
Wright became a High-st merchant,
selling hardware, groceries and drygoods
under the firm name of 5. E. Wright & Co.
In 1848 he was elected Franklin County
auditor, and served two terms.

Columbus® first intercity railroad, the
Columbus & Xenia, and the Little
Miami, its extension to Cincinnati, took
the Wright family from Columbus. He
became treasurer of the railroad, had his
office at the south end of the line: in time,
Wright became a leading citizen of
Cineinnati.

Mayvor Wright was born in Belmont
County; he was a country school teacher
before coming to Columbus in 1828. He
married Matilda Martin, daughter of
Columbus' fifth mayor, William T. Mar-

tin. Both families lived on the northwest
corner of Main and Front streets.

MAYOR WRIGHT, when first in Colum-
bus became a printer; then was part
owner of The Ohio State Journal in 1835,
1836 and 1837. His being a journeyman in
printing led to Mayor Wright being a
leader in the Mechanics Beneficial Socie-
ty;, among the prime interests of the
Society was protecting the interests of
mechanics, manufacturers and artisans.

In 1841 the Society built Mechanies Hall
on the southeast corner of Rich and High
streets, and while he was mayor Wright
was its president.

The Franklin Lyceum (of which Alfred
Kelley was president) was affiliated, and
Monday-night scientific lectures were
held in Mechanics Hall A scientific
library also was maintained there.

IN 1835 Peter Hayden, foundryman,
had brought the idea of prison-labor in
manufacturing here from Auburn, N. Y.,
and. although only five years organized,
the Mechanics Society fought Hayden's
proposal strenuously. Also, in 1838 a
Mechanics Savings Institute was incorpo-
rated.

Mayor Wright, in polities, had been a
Whig, later was an Independent Republi-
can; he became a Unitarian. He was a
long-time secretary of the Cincinnati
Literary Club when he lived there.




Alexander Patton

Sixteenth in a series of 44

Alexander Patton (1791-1858), the 16th
mayor of Columbus, was in and out of
office in the late 1B40s, his service as
mayor totalling four years. He was mayor
in 1845, stepped aside and let Augustus S.
Decker fill the office of mayor in 1846 —
then Patton was mayor again three
straight years, 1847, 1848 and 1849,

Patton and the city started together. He
was 21, in 1813, when he came here and
lived, at first, in a log cabin beside the
Scioto River. Columbus, then, was . just a
year old. Patton probably worked on the
first Columbus State House, because his
brother, Michael, had the carpentry
subcontract on it.

ALEXANDER PATTON'S service to the
city was diverse. As a justice of the peace
he filled several terms. At one time he
was chief of the volunteer fire depart-
ment. As contractors, he and his brother
built several downtown buildings, includ-
ing the long High-st building north of the
State House (which was on the High-
State-st corner). The long building was
2-story brick, and contained offices of the
governor, secretary of state, treasurer
and the state library started by Gov.
Thomas Worthington.

During Mayor Patton's terms the city
experienced boom and development,
exoduses and a record flood.

Immigrants, mostly Germans, kept
coming until Columbus had 17656 per-
sons in 1850. Construction workers were
scarce. Houses were being built every-
where. Starling Medical College was
erected at Sixth and State streets. The
Gwynne Block and the Fourth Street
Markethouse (the principal buildings,
later, of Central Market) were started.

SOLDIERS LEFT Columbus for service
in the Mexican War. Adventurers
assembled in overland caravans to go to
California gold fields. Iluminating gas
was piped along Third-st. In 1847 the first
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telegraph message received in Columbus
caused excitement.

The January flood of 1847 crested 19
inches higher than marks left by the 1832
flood. River water hid the guard lock at
the head of the canal. The current swept
away the soap works, warehouses and
slaughterhouses.

IN 1848 the sewer system began,
William Murphy, contractor, cut a hand-
dug trench down Broad-st to the river,
The trench was 18 feet deep where the
drainage crossed the gravel ridge of High-
st. The sewer drained spring-fed East
Side ponds, also the land about the new
medical college, the mental institution
and Alfred Kelley's mansion which
stood on site of the Christopher Inn.

Mayor Patton was born in Hanoverton,
Pa., of poor parents. Learning the carpen-
ter trade gave him a start. He was a
Universalist, married twice and had 11
children His home was at Town and
Front streets, the Lazarus Annex site,
Maiden names of his wives were Eliza-
beth Carns and Nancy Green.



Augustus S. Decker

Seventeenth in a series of 44

Augustus 5. Decker (1813-1872), 17th
mayor of Columbus, held office only in
1846; in the main, Mayor Decker was a
drygoods retailer and manufacturer of
assorted wares.

Mavor Decker was a Whig when he
came to Columbus; in his later years he
was a Republican. The Decker home was
on the south side of Rich-st east of Fourth-
st.

THE FIFTH Ward, just south of his
home, and destined to become “‘solid
German” voting as a bloc, was created
during Mayor Decker's term. Germans on
City Council from the Fifth were Louis
Hoster, Solomon Lighter and Asa Walling.
Three years later James H. Stauring
came on.

Mayor Decker served the city in several
ways. He was a director of the Infirmary
in the 1840s and 1850s. Also in the 1850s
he represented his home ward. the
Fourth, on City council.

Mayor Decker was born in Pennsylvan-
ia, either in Reading or in West Hanover.
His middle name was Stoner. He married
Martha Crum; he came to Columbus in
1840 after having had experience clerking
in a drygoods store in Harrisburg, Pa.
Michael cker, his father was a mill-
wright. He came to Columbus, too, and
for a while followed his trade here.

THE DECKER drygoods store was on
High-st at Rich. Mrs. Hermon M. Hub-
bard, a spirited leader of Columbus
society, was another newcomer from the
east — and she once wrote of the “so-
called drygoods stores™ on High-st.

“Where could be found with drygoods
goods not so dry — whisky, rum and other
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strong drinks,” Mrs. Hubbard reminisced.
But such retroactive, fun-poking indict-
ment did not apply to Decker’s store.

Not only was Mayor Decker called
pious; it was said that he had pious
Decker ancestry. For 25 years Mayor
Decker was superintendent of the Sunday
School of Town Street Methodist Epis-
copal Church., He was a trustee of the
church, also of Zion Chapel.

MAYOR DECKER invariably was called
a temperate man; “great industry” and
“firmness"” were ascribed to him. With
two partners, he had factories west of the
canal under the name of A. S, Decker &
Co. Two of them were called the City
Mills and the Novelty Mills.

In 1853 he helped found a wholesale
grocery firm, Decker & Hibbs. Decker
retired in 1868, and continued to live here
the remaining four vears of his life.



Lorenzo English

Eighteenth in a series of 44

1850-1861

Lorenzo English (1819-1888), the 18th &5

mayor of Columbus, served the city
throughout a decade of improvement,
progress and expansion (his five terms

running 1850 to 186l1), then Mr. English §

continued politically active to help elect
several Ohioans to the White House.

He was a native of New York, a |

graduate of Oberlin College, a lawyer, a
Methodist, a Whig — later, he was one of
the founders of the Franklin County
Republican organization.

MAYOR ENGLISH'S second-floor office
was in the Rich-st end of a new market-
house eventually called Central Market.
His Rich-st home was just west of St
Joseph Academy He was progenitor of a

large Columbus family. Cynthia A. Cole |

was the first Mrs. English; later Mayor
English married Mary Keane. His law
firm was English & Baldwin; railroads
were among its clients.

Among events while Mayor English wds
in office: Dr. Lincoln Goodale gave

Goodale Park to the city. The State House |

was completed. Part of E. Broad-st
became a parkway as trees, mostly elms,
were set in four rows. William G. Deshler,
banker, got the idea in Havana; he and
Alfred Kelley directed. Also on the
committe: John Noble.

COLUMBUS' FIRST intercity railroad
started running between here and Xenia.
A dedicatory excursion so elated state
librarian John Greiner he wrote a song,
part of which was:

We hail from the city,

the Capital City,

We left in the storm and the rain;

The cannon did thunder, the people did
wonder,

. To see pious folks on a train.

Lorenzo English

The entire top floor of the markethouse
was used for city government and ser-
vices. It was Columbus' first actual City
Hall. There was a large room in which
Mayor English held morning court ses-
sions.

A SEPARATE building, called the
calaboose, was built west of Central
Market. It stood on the lot which later was
called Farmers Market. The calaboose
contained several lock-up cells, and
quarters from the town marshal and his
staff.

The town surveyor had his title changed
to civil engineer. In 1860 the title of chief
of the fire department was created, John
Miller being appointed chief engineer on
Nov. 26.



Wray Thomas

Nineteenth of a series of 44

Wray Thomas, the 19th mayor
of Columbus was a lawyer and a
hachelor he was the city's magistrate

in 1861, 1862, 1863 and 1864, which in
America were war vears by anyone's
definition. In politics, Mayor Thomas was
a Peace Democrat, then pronounced
“Copperhead” north of the Ohio River —
yet Columbus histories contain nothing
negative about Mayor Thomas.

Instead, in Columbus, a city well
peopled with gentlemen, it was said that
Wray Thomas was most gentlemanly of
them all. His manners were southern. He
was born in Richmond, Va., and at the

University of Virginia was a classmate

and friend of Edgar Allan Poe. ,

AMONG MAYOR THOMAS' clients
during his first years as a Columbus
lawyer was Lyne Starling, another Vir-
ginian, who was the city's richest man
until George M. Parsons came along.

The Civil War did bring turmoil and
excitement to High-st; it seems, however,
that Mayor Thomas let state authorities
and the military subdue the rougher
element

He is remembered for patience in the
daily magistrate’s court on the second
floor of Central Market. The Rich-and-
Fourth-streets area had much squabbling.
but Mayor Thomas listed every fuss as
petty “grievance.” He would sit endlessly
listening to two women, each trying to
give the other the worst of it. Hardly ever
did Mavor Thomas fail to send them home
feeling neighborly.

AS EARLY AS 1838 Wray Thomas was
in Columbus, here to buy Virgina land
warrants. Two years later a Capt. Wray
Thomas helped direct the Columbus
memorial service for Gen. William Henry
Harrison who had died soon after becom-
ing President.

Immediately John Tvler was Presi-
dent: soon Thomas was active in the
Tolumbus anti-Tyler bloc. He served in
the Ohio Legislature during the 1840s
The first Columbus city directory (in
1843) listed him boarding at Russell's, a

1861-1864

Wray Thomas

downtown hotel. He was a member of the
hoard of directors of the Franklin Bank
when it was reorganized in 1845 under a
new state law,

PERHAPS THE FRANKLIN was
among the Columbus banks that shipped
six tons of gold to Toledo when the
Confederate cavalry raid led by Gen
John Hunt Morgan started across Ohio in
1863. Later. 15 of Gen. Morgan's Ken-
tucky thoroughbreds were auctioned in
front of George Merion's livery stable.

Also military: Celumbus Council,
meeting in April. 1862, on the second
floor of Central Market, voted 1,000 for
the expenses of a committee to lobby in
Washington for a federal arsenal and
armory. The Government did buy part of
Robert Neil's woods, and start building
what now is called Ft. Haves

Concurrently, horse cars started run-
ning in downtown High-st. The famous
round-cornered Neil House was built; it
stood until 1923, In 1862 the city's high
school was moved to a Romanesque brick
building at Sixth and Broad streets




















































































